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predecessors from Edward IV downwards, both printed and manu-
script. The latter were the more important, and especially famous for
including the Codex Alexandrinus, then and for long after believed
to be the oldest surviving text of the Givek Bible, which had been
presented to Charles I in 1629 by the Patriarch of Constantinople. Of
the sovereigns up to jamc'S I only Kdward IV had been a collector,
though miscellaneous valuable volumes had accrued at different times,
notably by such gifts as that of Queen Mary's Psalter. Hut Henry
Prince of Wales was a born student, and his father, himself a scholar,
bought for him Lord Lumley's library, originally Archbishop Cran-
mer's, and other collections. 'I lie Civil War, Restoration and Augustan
period were all unpropitious, except for some miscellaneous buying
(and line binding) under Charles II, and for Bent ley's Keepership
under Queen Mary II, who took an interest in the Library; but
some books were received under the Licensing Acts of 1662, etc.,
and the Copyright Act of 1709.
Apart from these chief acquisitions, the printed portion of the Royal
Library was a somewhat fortuitous assemblage, but with valuable
sections of Spanish and Italian history and poetry. (Sec below,
pp. 177-80, 240-8.)
5- THE ROYAL SOCIETY AND THE SCIENTISTS:  ARUNJ>KL "
The second intellectual current which, joining with that of his-
torical enquiry, went to create the Museum and its library, was that
of scientific discovery. The sixteenth and still more the seventeenth
century had seen a wonderful series of brilliant advances in the
knowledge of nature. Those in mathematics, physics and astronomy
are no doubt the most celebrated. The work of Copernicus in the
early Renaissance had led, through Galileo in the first half of the
seventeenth century, to Leibnitz and Newton; in 1638, Descartes*
Discours sur la Methods had revolutionized geometry; and in 1600
Gilbert had published his classical treatise De Magnete^tliz earliest
work on physics produced in England. In medicine and surgery
experiment and observation had succeeded to tradition and the author-
ity of Galen and Avicenna; autopsy, from being frowned on, became
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